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COALITION  DEMANDS  CITY  ACT 
ON  VACANT  HOUSING 
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The  fire-damaged  roof  of  100  Mason  Street 


Xrr.as  in  the 
Tenderloin 


With  the  single  ex- 
ception of  Dallas  in  1963, 
site  of  the  assassination 
of  President  John  F.  Ken- 
nedy, perhaps  no  American 
city  has  been  so  stunned 
by  tragedy  after  unfathom- 
able tragedy  as  has  San 
Francisco  in  recent  weeks. 

First  the  murders  of 
Congressman  Leo  Ryan  and 
others,  including  San 
Francisco  Examiner  photog- 
rapher Greg  Robinson,  who 
once  did  a  series  of  por- 
traits to  accompany  a  fea- 
ture on  the  Tenderloin 
Writers  Workshop,  at  a 
lonely  clearing  of  land 
in  the  South  American 
jungle  with  the  grandiose 
name  of  Port  Kaituma. 

Then  the  mass  murder- 
suicides  of  more  than  900 
friends  and  former  neigh- 
bors, followers  of  the 
Rev.  Jim  Jones  and  the 
City-based  Peoples  Temple. 

And  then  still  more 
murders,  this  time  shat- 
tering local  government  in 
an  instant  with  the  deaths 
of  Mayor  George  Moscone 
and  Supervisor  Harvey 
Milk,  and  the  arrest  of 
ex-supervisor  Dan  White. 

It  had  been  Moscone 
who,  while  still  a  member 
of  the  State  Senate,  had 
successfully  carried  the 
legislation  which  had  de- 
criminalized the  possess- 
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Finally- -An  Advisory  Council  For  R.A.P 


On  November  8th,   the  last  vacant  seat  on  the 
North  of  Market  Rehabilitation  Program's  Citizen 
Advisory  Council  (CAC)  was  won  by  Paul  Morton  in  a 
lottery  with  Mary  De  Board.    Morton's  victory  ends  a 
selection  process  which  has  taken  nearly  one  year  to 
complete  and  will  enable  the  Council  to  begin  holding 
its  monthly  meetings  and  fulfilling  its  duties. 

The  runoff  for  this  seat,  one  of  six  designated 
for  tenants  living  within  the  area  identified  as  the 
North  of  Market  Rehabilitation  Assistance  Program 
(RAP),  was  made  necessary  by  a  tie  in  the  October 
14th  election  held  in  the  main  lounge  of  the  YMCA 
Hotel.     Similarly,  two  of  the  five  seats  on  the  CAC 
panel  allotted  to  property  owners  and/or  managers  had 
to  be  selected  by  lottery  as  the  result  of  a  five-way 
tie. 

The  October  14th  election  itself  was  a  rerun  of 
one  held  in  February  which  was  later  declared  invalid 
after  complaints  were  registered,  including  one  that 
apartment  managers  had  been  permitted  to  run  for,  and 
had  won,  seats  specified  for  tenants. 

According  to  Robert  Levy,  Superintendent  of  the 
Bureau  of  Building  Inspection,  "CAC  members  will  serve 
the  North  of  Market  RAP  area  in  an  advisory  capacity. 
They  may  make  recommendations  concerning  the  rules  and 
regulations  implementing  the  program.     Their  primary 
concern  will  be  with  the  Public  Improvements  Plan  to 
help  ensure  that  it  is  responsive  to  the  needs  of  the 
residents  of  the  area.     In  addition,  CAC  appoints  mem- 
bers of  the  Rent  and  Loan  Committees." 

With  46  tallies,   the  top  vote-getter  among  can- 
didates for  the  six  tenant  seats  was  Robert  Taylor,  re- 
tired, a  15  year  resident  of  the  Tenderloin.  Affili- 
ated with  the  North  of  Market  Senior  group,  Taylor  is 
a  past  member  of  the  state  executive  board  of  the  AFL- 
CIO,  and  served  for  two  years  as  the  treasurer  of  the 
Amalgamated  Transit  Workers  Union. 

A  retired,  disabled  veteran,  Kip  William  Wilde, 
was  elected  to  a  tenants'  slot  with  33  votes.  Wilde, 
who  has  been  active  in  the  American  Legion  and  Public 
Housing  Tenants  Association,  has  been  a  resident  of  the 
RAP  area  for  6  years  and  lives  on  Geary. 

Another  Geary  Street  resident,  Esther  Coleman, 
waa  elected  with  27  votes.    Although  Coleman  has  lived 
in  the  RAP  area  for  only  1  year,  she  has  been  active 
with  such  groups  as  the  North  of  Market  Seniors  for 
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More  than  50  per- 
sons, including  Super- 
visor Robert  Gonzalez 
and  reporters  from  the 
San  Francisco  Examiner 
and  two  local  televis- 
ion stations,  huddled 
on  the  sunny,  but  brisk, 
corner  of  Leavenworth 
and  Ellis  on  the  morning 
of  November  16th,  in 
order  to  participate  in 
a  press  conference  and 
walking  tour  of  a  few 
of  the  Tenderloin's 
vacant  and  abandoned 
hotels  and  apartments. 

The  first  speaker 
was  Henry  Izumizaki,  the 
hefty  chairman  of  the 
North  of  Market  Planning 
Coalition,  the  group 
which  sponsored  the  con- 
ference and  tour. 

Members  of  the  Coal- 
ition include  Hospitality 
House,  the  Central  Branch 
YMCA,  the  Senior  Escort- 
Outreach  Program,  the 
North  of  Market  Health 
Council,  Traveler's  Aid, 
Pacific  Medical  Center, 
Urban  Community  Mental 
Health,  Project  SAFE  and 
cl'.c  Uni ver-sity  of  Calif- 
ornia Medical  Center. 

Announcing  the  con- 
clusion of  the  Coali- 
tion's data-gathering 
phase  in  its  effort  to 
develop  a  community-based 
Tenderloin  master  plan, 
Izumizaki  said,  "The 
only  thing  that  is  coord- 
inated in  this  neighbor- 
hood is  the  neglect." 

In  spite  of  being 
divided  into  two  super- 
visorial (4  and  7)  and 
police  (central  and  nor- 
thern) districts,  each 
with  different  borders, 
the  Tenderloin  "is  indeed 
a  neighborhood,"  Izumi- 
zaki said,  arguing  that 
the  gradual  abandonment 
of  buildings  totaling 
more  than  370  housing 
units  in  a  city  with  only 
a  2%  vacancy  rate  was 
typical  of  City  Hall's 
failure  to  recognize  and 
address  the  needs  of  the 
central  city. 

"This  city,"  he 
said,  "has  three  diff- 
erent sets  of  inspectors 
responsible  for  the  liv- 
ing conditions  and  safe- 
ty of  these  buildings. 
Yet  some  of  them  have 
been  uninhabitable  for 
years.    A  city  where 
nearly  5,000  senior  cit- 
izens and  families  with 
children  are  on  waiting 
lists  for  subsidized 
housing  should  not  allow 
buildings  like  this  to 
remain  vacant." 

Thelma  Havana gh, 
president  of  the  advisory 
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Claudia  Viek 

Girding  The 'Loin 


people  under  55,  to  ob- 
tain some  space  for 
parks,  and  especially  to 
organize  ourselves  so 
that  the  Tenderloin  is  no 
longer  viewed  as  San 
Francisco's  dumping 
ground,  but  doesn't  be- 
come a  gold  mine  for 
speculators,  either. 

You  will  be  hearing 
more  about  the  work  of 
the  Planning  Coalition  in 
later  issues  of  this  pap- 
er, from  flyers  on  the 
street  and  through  your 
community  centers.  Get 
involved--the  "Coalition" 
is  us '. 


I  had  intended  in 
this  column  to  write  a 
few  words  in  praise  of 
the  efforts  of  the  North 
of  Market  Planning  Coal- 
ition.    But  the  terrible 
events  of  November  26th 
have  left  me  with  a  feel- 
ing of  gloom  and  confus- 
ion, just  as  they  have 
affected  many  people  in 
this  strange  and  beauti- 
ful city. 

Particularly  in  the 
Tenderloin,  those  of  us 
striving  to  upgrade  our 
community's  life  are  won- 
dering what  this  new  pol- 
itical—and perhaps  emot- 
ional--»tate  of  affairs 
has  in  store  for  us . 

In  the  past  few 
months  members  of  Mayor 
Moscone's  staff  have  vis- 
ited Tenderloin  agencies 
and  taken  an  interest  in 
the  need  for  employment 


Senior  in 

Whatever  image  or 
stereotype  of  the  "senior 
volunteer"  one  might  har- 
bor, it  is  not  apt  to  be 
that  of  the  high-energy, 
well-organized  public  ad- 
ministrator serving  her 
community  in  several  cap- 
acities at  once,  with  a 
non-salaried  workload  that 
would  crush  many  a  younger 
person . 

Thelma  Kavanagh  is 
just  such  a  senior  vol- 
unteer consultant  to  Pro- 
ject SAFE,  president  of 
its  city-wide  advisory 
council,  a  member  of  the 
advisory  council  for  the 
Tenderloin  Senior  Escort- 
Outreach  Service  (SAFE's 
sister  program),  a  member 
of  the  advisory  council  to 
the  North  of  Market  Plan- 
ning Coalition,  the  former 
president  of  the  North  of 
Market  Seniors  Organiza- 
tion and,  having  just  won 
her  second  election  to  the 
same  tenant's  seat  on  the 
Citizen's  Advisory  Council 
to  the  North  of  Market  Re- 
habilitation Assistance 
Program  (RAP),  about  to 
start  still  another  stint 
as  an  unpaid  public  ser- 
vant . 

If  there  is  any  one 
individual  in  touch  with 
every  issue  presently 
effecting  life  in  the  Ten- 
derloin, that  person  is 
probably  Thelma  Kavanagh. 

The  Tenderloin  Times 
caught  up  with  her  at  the 
Project  SAFE  office  on  the 
fifth  floor  of  Glide 
Church.    We  asked  her  how 


services,  open  space  and 
recreation,  and  the  fact 
that  there  is  a  growing 
number  of  children  in 
this  area.     Both  Reality 
House,  Newman's  Gym  and 
Hospitality  House  receiv- 
ed generous  grants  this 
year  from  the  Mayor's 
Office  of  Community  Devel- 
opment,  to  renovate  their 
buildings  for  use  by  the 
community . 

It  almost  goes  with- 
out saying  that  Harvey 
Milk  was  one  of  the 
strongest  advocates  on 
the  Board  of  Supervisors 
for  issues  important  to 
Tenderloin  residents.  He 
will  be  really  missed. 

Unfortunately,  most 
of  the  Supervisors  have 
never  taken  much  interest 
in  the  residents  of  the 
Tenderloin,  nor  shown 
that  they  are  sensitive 


the  Center- 

she  first  became  involved 
with  the  project,  which 
coordinates  community- 
based  crime  prevention 
efforts  of  the  Police  De- 
partment . 

"I  wa*  on  a  Vista 
project  for  awhile.  I 
came  to  this  project  that 
way.     I'm  here  and  have 
been  here  on  a  voluntary 
basis  for  a  long  time.  It 
started  out  with  Mark 
(Forrester,  SAFE  Project 
director)  and  me  in  a  back 
room." 

In  spite  of  its  Ten- 
derloin location,  the 
office  at  Glide  is  the  ad- 
ministrative center  "for 
the  whole  shooting  match," 
Kavanagh  said,  with  re- 
sponsibilities linking  it 
as  closely  to  Hunters 
Point  and  Visitation 
Valley  as  it  is  to  the 
Senior  Escort-Outreach 
Service  office  for  the 
Tenderloin,  which  is  lo- 
cated in  a  small  store- 
front at  215  Jones.. 

The  Escort  program  is 
an  outgrowth  of  SAFE  which 
has  evolved  into  a  para- 
llel project  of  its  own, 
reporting  directly  to  the 
Police  Department.  The 
official  SAFE  program  for 
the  Tenderloin  is  the 
North  of  Market  Crime  Pre- 
vention Project,  under  the 
direction  of  Gary  Yoes, 
which  shares  office  space 
with  the  Escort  Service  at 
Glide. 

One  of  the  innovative 
aspects  of  the  Senior-Es- 
cort-Outreach Project  has 


to  the  problems  of  this 
poverty  area.  Hopefully, 
in  the  spirit  of  unifying 
our  City  after  these 
tragedies,  they  will  come 
to  recognize  our  needs 
and  carry  on  Mayor  Mos- 
cone's legacy  of  revital- 
izing the  neighborhoods. 

It  is  now  more  im- 
portant than  ever  that 
the  residents  and  agen- 
cies in  the  Tenderloin 
work  together  to  realize 
the  recommendations  of 
the  Planning  Coalition: 
to  support  and  upgrade 
community  services,  to 
provide  health  care  to 


been  the  high  level  of 
participation  by  senior 
citizens  themselves. 

.Normally,  in  Kavan- 
agh's  words,  "seniors  are 
the  people  that  are 
served,  that's  it.""  But 
here,  they  participate  in 
hiring,  site  selection  and 
other  activities  which 
give  each  neighborhood  pro 
gram  its  own  distinct  per- 
sonality.    Seniors,  Kav- 
anagh believes,  can  be 
much  more  supportive  of 
programs  in  which  they  can 
exercise  some  direct  con- 
trol. 

She  also  spoke  brief- 
ly of  her  role  in  the 
North  of  Market  Planning 
Coalition,  which  had  just 
completed  a  successful 
first  press  conference 
announcing  the  conclusion 
of  their  first  phase  of 
activity,  and  in  which 
Kavanagh  had  been  a  prom- 
inent speaker. 

The  Coalition  had 
been  given  a  grant  by  the 
San  Francisco  Foundation 
for  this  portion  of  their 
work,  which  focused  on 
data-gathering.    The  Co- 
alition in  turn  had  re- 
tained a  well-known  think 
tank,  the  San  Francisco 
Study  Center,  to  research 
and  draft  the  actual  re- 
port. 

"Now,"  sa id  Kavanagh, 
"if  we  go  for  more  money, 
and  we  plan  to,  we'll  have 
some  backup." 

The  only  candidate  to 
win  a  tenant' 8  seat  on  the 
RAP  advisory  council  in 


both  the  February  election 
(later  declared  invalid) 
and  in  October,  Kavanagh 
is  vocal  about  her  commit- 
ment to  the  Tenderloin: 
"I've  had  chances  to  move 
and  I've  stayed  right  here 
because  I  wanted  to." 

To  date,  however,  she 
has  felt  frustrated  at  the 
long  and  slow  process  of 
selecting  the  advisory 
board,  which,  because  of 
the  successful  challenge 
of  the  results  of  the 
first  ballot,   took  months, 
which,  she  complained  at 
the  Coalition  press  con- 
ference, "have  rolled  by 
with  nothing  happening." 

Asked  if  she  thought 
the  advisory  board  would 
have  a  shaping  impact  of 
RAP  policies,  Kavanagh 
said,  "I  think  it  will  if 
the  people  on  the  Advisory 
Council  insist  that  it 
have.    Advisory  is  after 
all  advisory." 

Her  reason  for  run- 
ning for  the  post,  she 
said,  was  so  that  seniors, 
whom  she  feels  have  great 
expertise  and  experience, 
were  assured  adequate  in- 
put.    "It  won't  be  the 
blind  leading  the  blind," 
she  said. 

(All  six  tenant  seats 
on  the  board  were  won  by 
seniors,  who  represent  407. 
of  the  neighborhood  popu- 
lation.) 

Kavanagh  noted  that 
many  seniors  in  the  Ten- 
derloin, especially  those 

(Continued  on  page  6) 


FILM  — 

Cheap  Thrills 

by  Harry  Nivens 

Sans  francs  (without  funds)  in  San  Francisco,  you 
can  always  see  a  free  movie  in  the  Drop-in  Center  at 
Hospitality  House  at  7  pm  on  alternate  Tuesdays.  But, 
if  you  are  theater  going,  there  are  a  number  of  silver 
screens  in  the  area.     Pornos  abound,  but  if  you  have 
found  they  no  longer  excite  you,  when  you  want  to  go 
"Hollywood"  you  have  only  to  walk  to  Market  Street 
where  you  can  pay  your  way  in  to  one  of  the  former 
movie  "palaces"  that  are  now  rather  run-down  and 
where  you  can  see  time-worn  evidence  of  earlier 
"grandeur ." 

I  thought  the  most  likely  houses  to  be  of  in- 
terest to  our  readers  would  be  The  Embassy  and  The 
Strand.  Both  are  on  the  south  side  of  Market  just 
west  of  7th  Street,  and  low-priced. 

When  I  went  to  the  box-office  of  The  Strand,  I 
introduced  myself  as  an  employee  of  Hospitality 
House,  acting  as  a  reporter  for  the  Tenderloin  Times, 
who  wanted  to  gather  some  information  for  this  art- 
icle.    The  lady  in  the  glass  cage  told  me  they  didn't 
want  to  be  written  up  by  any  Tenderloin  newspaper, 
that  they  were  not  in  the  Tenderloin,  and  wanted  no 
"Tenderloin-types"  anyway. 

At  The  Embassy,  I  was  invited  into  the  office  of 
Mr.  George  Dibble,  who  is  the  manager  of  that  theater, 
which  has  operated  for  40  years  under  the  ownership  of 
Dan  McLain. 

Mr.  Dibble  told  me  they  considered  themselves  to 
be  in  the  Tenderloin,  even  if  they  were  on  the  south 
side  of  Market.    He  said  all  people  who  behaved  them- 
selves were  welcome,  that  a  majority  of  their  audience 
lived  in  our  immediate  neighborhood,  and  that  many  of 
their  patrons  are  poor  and  elderly.     Their  prices  — 
$1  til  2,  $1.50  until  6  pm,  and  $2  after  6,  with  sen- 
iors til  4  pm  at  75c  ($1  after  4),  and  children  al- 
ways 50c  --  reflect  this. 

From  a  list  of  coming  attractions  (too  long  to 
repeat:  here  because  they  change  their  program  every 
second  day),  I  saw  that  the  films  are  neither  X-rated 
types,  nor  are  they  the  least  "ar tsy-craf tsy . "  John 
Wayne  returns  frequently,  the  flicks  are  "action- 
oriented"  and  there  are  three  full-length  movies  in 
every  complete  showing,  which  lasts  about  5\  hours. 

If  you  need  money  (and  who  doesn't?),  maybe  you 
will  win  TEN-O-WIN  roulette.     Over  two  million  dollars 
has  been  paid  the  lucky.    Maybe  you  are.     I  wasn't. 

On  December  24th,  the  day  before  Christmas,  there 
will  be  the  annual  party  at  4  pm  with  free  punch,  cake 
and  cookies.    Then  at  8  pm,  which  is  the  regular  time 
for  the  money  game  to  be  played,  there  will  be  20  ex- 
tra prizes.    Good  luck  and  Merry  Christmas. 


Berry-picking 
in  the  Tenderloin 

(This  article  has  been  freely  adapted  from  the  Final 
Report  of  the  Tenderloin  Ethnographic  Research  Pro- 
ject, and  was  researched  by  Clark  Taylor,  Dorothy 
Rutherford,  Harry  Nivens  and  Ron  Silliman.) 

With  roughly  500  residents  per  square  block,  the 
modem-day  Tenderloin  is  one  of  the  most  urbanized 
neighborhoods  in  the  western  United  States.     This  was 
not  always  the  case.    The  neighborhood  as  we  know  it 
was  essentially  constructed  in  the  aftermath  of  the 
1906  San  Francisco  earthquake  and  fire,  which  had 
razed  the  earlier  "uptown  tenderloin"  district  that 
had  evolved  in  the  final  decades  of  the  19th  century. 

Fifty  years  earlier,  the  Tenderloin  was  not  a 
city  neighborhood  at  all,  but  was  called  Saint  Ann's 
Valley,  and  was  effectively  separated  from  the  small, 
booming,  gold  rush  town  by  a  sandy  north  ridge  that 
extended  from  what  is  now  the  intersection  of  Jones 
and  O'Farrell,  down  to  Eddy  and  Market,  and  up  Powell 
to  the  present  site  of  Union  Square. 

A  spring-fed  stream  flowed  through  the  valley, 
irrigating  the  gardens  of  Lansexeur  and  Habert,  the 
city's  first  commercial  florists,  and  ended  in  a  lake 
which  had  its  shores  at  the  present  sight  of  Powell 

(Continued  on  page  7) 


"What's  good  about  the  Tenderloin?" 

DOROTHY  RUTHERFORD  (social  worker,  ex-resident): 
It's  alive,  it's  really  alive.  The  closer  you  get  to 
the  financial  district,  it  gets  phonier  and  phonier. 

BOSTON  JOE  (resident):  I  like  the  people  down 
here.     I  got  a  lot  more  friends  down  here  than  any 
other  place  I've  lived.     I  lived  in  a  lot  better  neigh- 
borhoods than  the  Tenderloin  and  didn't  like  it  so 
much . 

RICHARD  NELSON  (apartment  manager,  president-elect 
of  the  Heart  of  San  Francisco  Beautif ication  League): 
Its  convenience  to  all  activities  within  the  city.- 

KEN  TAYLOR  (resident):  Cheap  to  live.     That's  the 
whole  thing. 

ANGELO  M0UNTAN0S  (importer,  producer  of  a  Greek 
language  radio  program  on  KFAX,  Monday  thru  Wednesday, 
9:30-10  pm) :  The  good  thing  about  the  Tenderloin  is  that 
we  may  get  rid  of  the  winos  because  the  gays  are  moving 
in.     The  gays  are  not  harassing.     They're  fine,  decent 
people.     There  are  a  lot  of  specialty  stores.     The  prob- 
lem is  bad  management  of  hotels. 

JOHN  LUNDQUIST  (resident):  Everything.  Every- 
thing, provided  you  know  how  to  use  the  Tenderloin. 

PHIL  EVANS  (resident,   social  worker,  poet):  Street 
people  have  a  way  of  looking  out  for  their  own.  I've 
seen  it  dozens  of  times.     People  who've  only  got  nick- 
els and  dimes  counting  out  half  their  money  to  give  to 
a  panhandler.    Now,  where  else  would  you  find  something 
like  that? 


A.ED.C.  Rights 

Clients  of  A.F.D.C.   (Aid  to  Families  with  De- 
pendent Children)  are  invited  to  attend  a  meeting 
at  1  pm  each  Wednesday  at  101  Valencia  Street,  near 
Market,  sponsored  by  Welfare  Rights. 


THE  TENDE 


GHETTO 


UNTITLED 


The  ghetto  is  a  dirty  bed 

In  which  sleep  the  disinherited 

With  the  good  and  bad,  the  sane  and  mad 

Lying  together  on  the  soiled  pad 

Joined  and  fused  by  f ate ' s . decree 

In  a  weld  of  common  identity 

A  collective  face  that  seeks  to  find 
A  path  thru  the  deltas  of  the  mind 
That  will  free  it  from  the  murky  path 
Un-thinking  man  has  dug  for  it 

For  Jthe  Tenderloin's  curse  is  not  crime's  blight 
But  the  souls  that  are  lost  in  its  sullen  night. 

Phil  Evans 


THE  SWEEPER 


I  tried  to  sweep  away  the  sands  of  time 
I  could  not 

I  tried  to  sweep  away  the  troubles  that  surround  me 
I  could  not 


counting  drip,  sinks 
each  bursting,  water 
jem  absorbs,  ideas,  or 

can,  hold  none,  are 
we  all  dead  who,  had  got  them 
or,  could  star  green 

languaging.  bud,  blue 
barnish  the  stem,  falls  flat 
sounds  into  white 
wax,  thump',  again', 
into  silence,  licking 

stumps  of,  motion  vanishing 
into  the  glossy,  still, 
and  when  the  quick  line 

drops  down,  majestic 
ocean  of,  bright  excluding  egge 
measured,  and  shut,   lay  on  the 

rounded  sides  of  time, 
a  slide  of  perfect  leasure,  previous 
uncut,   is  vanished,  here 
it's  surface,  all  untied 
is  roled  away,  unkindly  by  the  next 
part  of  itself,  that 
comes  in,   its  context. 


Harley  Kohler 


I  wept 

I  had  bitter-sweet  memories  of  the  long  years  - 
Family  -  Friends 

Laughter  ringing  in  ghostly  echoes 

Footsteps  -  light-airy  -  jigging  -  running  -  skipping 
-  walking  -  dragging 

I  looked  up  -  and  found  my  consolation  in  the  heavens 


Mary  Turner 


TO  RULE 


Ride  under  one  banner. 

Ride  with  what  you  believe  in... 

ride  with  those  whom  you  trust. 

Seek  what  you  find  to  be  your  life's  love 

there  is  always  wealth  in  each  person 

and  in  each  person's  heart. 

Let  the  people  free 

let  them  follow  whatever  road  they  please 

as  long  as  it  harms  no  one. 

Because  the  mass 

will  always  win  in  the  end. 

Ask  no  meanings  from  me  

they  only  lie  in  your  own  soul. 
I  struggle  to  stay  alive. 

They  always  ask  why  we  do  the  things  we  do 
We  do 

because  we  were  thus  taught 

by  your  actions 

not  words . 

I  fight  my  best 

to  survive 

for  my  friends,  myself,  and  honour  itself. 

My  gift  is  of  the  pen. 

I  write  to  tell  of  what  I  see. 

The  power  that  is  mine  and  ours. 


Steve  Brady 


SECRET  LANGUAGE 


"Nikka-nikka,nikka-nikka,nik  nik  nik?" 
"OHHH  hiii!  Yes  I  do!  Let's  see  yourrre . .Denice?" 
"Nikka-nikka,nikka-nikka,  nik  nik  nik?" 
"Door-isss!  Righttt!  Well, Doris, I  haven't  seen 
you  since-" 

"Nikka -nikka , nikka-nikka , nikniknik?" 

"Oh  you  know,  she'll  get  over  it'." 

"Nikka -nikka, nikka, nikka, nik  nik  nik?" 

"Glrlllll  Well, dish  we  must'." 

"Nikka -nikka, nikka -nikka, nik  nik  nik?" 

"Iss  sheeeeee?  1?  Now  see,  I  hadn't  heard  a  thing 

about  that  .'til  just  this  minutel" 

'•Nikka -nikka, nikka -nikka, nik  nik  nik?" 

"Tskl  Dor-is'.  Of  course1.  I  mean, why  not?  This  is 

between  you  and  her ." 

"Nikka -nikka, nikka -nikka, nik  nik  nik?" 

"Thank  you, Doris.  I'll  call  you, I  promise, as  soon 

as  I  hear--" 

"Nikka -nikka, nikka -nikka, nik  nik  nik--" 
"Oh  they  willll'.  Don't  worry'.  O.K?  Bye'." 
»  nik" 


Carrie  Gunn 
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RLOIN    WRITERS  WORKSHOP 


RELATIVE  CREATIVITY 


AUTO-DA-FE  AS  A  "RITE  OF  SPRING"-- 
IN  THIS  CARBON -DA TED  YEAR  OF  OUR  LORD 


It  doesn't  really  matter 
IF  it's  Einstein 

working  on  his  great  Theory 

OR 

A  little  Girl 

shaping  her  first  mud  pie. 
It  is  ALL  Creation  at  work 

and  of  equal  importance  to  The  Creator 

Everyones  Life  is  as  necessary 

to  each  One,  and  God 
As  The  first  drop  of  water  to  the  ocean, 

The  Mountain  to  the  Waterfall, 
Oxygen  to  fire. 

John  Schmidt 


OUTLAW  RAG 


these  shining  clear  eyes 

squeeze  and  parry 

their  roving  lolling  way 

through  the  tunnel  spaces 

that  lie  between  the  oncoming  paths 

of  blank  eye-sockets  staring  straight  ahead 

we        these  eyes 

wa tch  ever  wily  willfully 

from  under  the  dirty  gray-tweed  bill 

of  this  too  big  of  a  cap 

a  grizzled  halo  of  quiet  passion 

protects  and  alienates 

in  one  fell  swoop  of  dark  intensity 

and  spills  knife-like 

in  a  trail  of  crazy  loping  dignity 

eyeballs  cut  quickly  sideways 

onto  a  gust  of  seething  true  hotness 

as  we  pass  ever  on  into  a  dazzled  nowhere. 


Jada 


Modern  man  is  a  deluded  slave  to  a  dinosaur; 
Thrall  to  an  ancestral  "sacred  cow", 
A  merciless  marauder  of  time,  space  and  energy; 
Bedecked  in  glass,  chrome  and  styrofoam; 
Embodying  power  and  speed  with  all  the  decrepitude 
Of  a  Victorian  demi-monde; 

Testing,  with  the  arrogance  of  a  courtesan, 
The  ambivalence  of  man's  devotion. 

Hail  to  thee,  0  Brontosaurus '. 
Thrice  hail,  0  Rextaurus! 

Our  jump-suited  high  priests 
Genuflect  under  the  hoods 
Of  the  great  gods,  FORD  and  FIRESTONE, 
As  they  freely  belch  their  residue 
Into  the  fragile  ecosphere. 

A  jungle  of  lube  joints 
Congest  the  highways, 

Clustering  at  choice  corners  like  mammoth  mushrooms, 

Leather-aproned  altar  boys 

Tend  the  tape-worm  engines 

Of  the  gas-guzzling  gorgons, 

Readying  them  for  the 

Russian  Roulette 

Of  the  road: 

Lynx-eyed  pedestrians, 

Darting  through  the  hug  of  traffic, 

While  motorists  idle  at  the  stop-light, 

Wrapped  in  the  cotton  candy 

Of  their  precious  meditations. 

Whinnying  wheels  plow  the  concrete  carpets; 

Stretching,  like  black  taffy,  beyond  the  horizon. 

Fueled  and  refurbished  at  the  petroleum  temples 

That  blot  our  broad  boulevards, 

The  autos  answer  the  muezzin  call  to  worship: 

Drawn  by  the  flash,  flicker  and  spin 

Of  the  neon-lit  holy  names 

In  full  flower  above  a  forest  of  stanchions 
Punctuating  our  sky-line. 

Helpless  clouds  hover, 

As  the  sinuous  cortege  snakes  its  way 

To  the  SHANGRI-LA  of  the  junk-yards. 


Anna  Krivonic 


THE  REAPER 


Solemn  hours  spent  in  wait 
That's  when  the  reaper  comes 
Solemn  hours  time  and  space 
That's  when  the  reaper  comes 
Seven  days  in  wait  I  cried 
When  will  the  reaper  come 
In  time  my  dear  In  time  my  dear 
That's  when  the  reaper  comes 
He  comes  marching  down  your  street, 
down  your  hall,  down  your  stairs 
That's  when  the  reaper  comes  my  dear 
He  comes  for  you  he  comes  for  me 
That's  when  the  reaper  comes 
He  drags  one  leg  in  ball  and  chain 
His  fiery  eyes  that  sparkle  with  pain 
He  takes  his  time  and  writes  his  rhymes 
That's  when  the  reaper  comes 
He's  all  around  you 
Still  below  you 
All  about  you 
Still  above  you 
That's  when  the  reaper 
"cums  my  dear" 


James  Taylor 


THE  REVOLUTIONARY 


Tho  I  deplore  the  tycoon's  fare 

of  finest  wine  and  caviar 

I  confess  to  me  that  were  I  able 

I'd  be  quick  to  dine  at  that  fat  table 


Phil  Evans 


WHO  WE  ARE 

The  Tenderloin  Writers  Workshop  meets  every 
Wednesday  at  7  pm  in  the  Arts  and  Crafts  center 
of  Hospitality  House  (146  Leavenworth),  and  is 
open  to  anyone  interested  in  writing.    Volumes  of 
the  third  edition  of  People  Like  Us,  a  periodic 
anthology  of  writing  from  the  Workshop  edited  by 
Seth  Stewart,  may  be  purchased  for  $1  at  the 
House.    Future  issues  of  the  Tenderloin  Times 
will  feature  new  writing  from  the  Workshop.  


(c)  by  the  authors,  1978 


Xmas 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

ion  of  small  amounts  of 
marijuana,  and  who  had 
likewise  led  the  consent- 
ing sex  act  bill  authored 
by  his  friend  Assemblyman 
Willie  Brown  through  the 
traditionally  conservative 
upper  house  of  the  state 
legislature . 

More  than  any  other 
individual,  Milk  symbol- 
ized the  arrival  of  the 
gay  community  as  a  proud 
and  strong  political 
force.    His  death  leaves 
a  terrible  void  in  homo- 
sexual civil  rights,  one 
which  cannot  be  filled 
by  appointment  or  a  new 
election. 

It  is  in  the  shadow 
of  these  horrible  events 
that  San  Francisco  and  the 
Tenderloin  must  greet  the 
holiday  season,  a  time 
which  traditionally  has 
been  set  aside  for  a  com- 
ing together,  and  for  the 
reaffirmation  of  human- 
kind's most  basic  values. 
Never  have  we  as  a  commun- 
ity needed  this  as  deeply 
as  we  do  this  year. 

Because  these  values 
are  positive,  their  most 
appropriate  expression  is 
through  celebration,  and, 
in  fact,  the  central  city 
is  transformed  each  year 
at  yuletime  into  just  such 
an  expression  of  the  good 
and  joyous,  a  neighborhood 
celebration  which  begins 
about  two  weeks  before 
Christmas  itself  and  con- 
tinues without  letup  until 
the  final  shreds  of  the 
old  year's  calendars  are 
swept  up  from  January  s 
rain-clogged  gutters. 

As  always,  this  cele- 
bration will  be  as  unique, 
diverse  and  colorful  as  is 
the  Tenderloin  itself, 
ranging  from  simple  pot- 
lucks  to  a  free  meal  for 
4,000,  from  Chinese  music 


music— Odyssey 

by  Ron  Martin 


What  ever  happened  to 
the  "San  Francisco  Sound" 
anyway? 

I  came  to  S.F.  with, 
besides  flowers  in  my 
hair,  high  hopes  of  ex- 
panding my  awareness  in 
what  the  S.F.  sound  was  in 
the  mid-60' s  to,  say, 
1971-2.     But,  I  ask  myself 
in  1978,  "Where  is  the  mu- 
sic??"   I  mean,  yes,  "the 
starship,"  a  few  bands, 
but  where  is  the  soul  of 
the  Human  Spirit  gone??? 

What  ever  happened 
to  the  spirit  of  Janis 
Joplin,  who  left  this 
world,  only  to  hand  the 
key,  or  keys  (if  you  are 
speaking  of  more  than  one 
artist),  down  to  the  next 
most  gifted  Person? 

When  is  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Sound  coming  back? 


in  Union  Square  to  a  3-day 
voyage  to  the  sin  city  of 
Reno. 

Here  are  just  some 
of  the  many  events  which 
will  contribute  to  Christ- 
mas in  the  community  north 
of  Market. 

For  the  28th  consecu- 
tive year,  Saint  Anthony's 


by  December  19th,  so  con- 
tact the  Center  quickly,, 

Also  on  December 
22nd,  the  Salvation  Army 
Turk  Street  Center,  lo- 
cated at  240  Turk,  will 
hold  a  party  for  seniors 
at  2  p.m. 

Central  City  Hospit- 
ality House,  here  at  146 


will  hold  their  legendary 
mid-day  feast.     This  meal, 
which  is  free,  will  begin 
at  10:30  a.m.  and  contin- 
ue "until  the  last  person 
is  fed."    More  than  3,000 
people  are  expected  to  at- 
tend, and  4,000  celebrated 
Thanksgiving  at  the  Dining 
Room. 

Many  come  for  the 
sense  of  community  spirit 
as  well  as  for  the  fine 
food.     If  you've  never 
been  there,  Saint  An- 
thony's is  located  at  45 
Jones  Street,  just  off 
of  Golden  Gate.  They 
don't  have  a  large  or 
fancy  sign  proclaiming 
their  presence  there,  but, 
then,  they've  never  needed 
one . 

The  First  Congrega- 
tional Church  at  Post  and 
Mason  will  hold  Advent  Ser- 
vices at  9,   11  and  5  each 
Sunday,  and  Christmas  eve 
services  at  5  and  11  on 
the  24th.     In  addition, 
they  will  be  presenting 
Gian-Carlo  Menotti's 
Christmas  opera,  Amahl  and 
the  Night  Visitors  on  the 
18th,  19th,  20th,  22nd 
and  23rd  of  December. 
Tickets  to  this  production 
cost  $3,  with  $2  tickets 
available  for  seniors  and 
children  under  twelve. 

At  the  Downtown  Sen- 
ior Center  at  465  O'Farr- 
ell  there  will  be  Hanuk- 
kah,  Christmas  and  New 
Year's  parties  on  three 
consecutive  Fridays.  The 
first  will  be  the  Hanuk- 
kah  party  on  December  15th 
at  1  p.m.    The  Christmas 
party  will  be  on  the  22nd, 
also  at  1  p.m.,  and  the 
New  Year's  "bash"  at  1 
p.m.  on  December  29th.  On 
that  same  Friday,  Road 
Runners  West,  a  senior 
travel  group,  will  be  de- 
parting for  a  3  day  trip 
to  Reno.     This  extended 
New  Year's  gala  costs  $79, 
in  return  for  which  par- 
ticipants receive  rooms, 
parties  and  some  cash  once 
in  Nevada.    To  go,  how- 
ever, you  must  sign  up 


Leavenworth,  will  be  hold- 
ing its  own  Christmas 
party  two  days  earlier 
on  December  20th,  at  4 
p.m.    Anyone  who  wishes 
to  attend  this  affair 
should  ask  one  of  the  many 
Hospitality  House  staff 
members  for  a  free  ticket. 
Last  year's  party  at  the 
House  was  a  great  success, 
and  this  year's  looks 
like  it's  going  to  be 
even  better. 

The  Adult  Benevolent 
Association  will  be  hold- 
ing a  Festival  of  Lights 
in  Union  Square  this  year. 
On  Wednesday,  Thursday  and 
Friday  for  three  consecu- 
tive weeks,  from  six  to 
six-thirty  each  evening, 
songs  and  dances  of  diff- 
erent nations  and  races 
will  fill  the  square. 
The  dates  are  December 
20th  through  the  22nd, 
the  27th  through  the  29th, 
and  January  3rd  through 
the  5th.    With  Chinese 
music  one  night  and  German 
the  next,  Union  Square, 
which  is  really  the 
closest  thing  to  a  commun- 
ity park  the  Tenderloin 
has,  will  be  a  delightful 
and  exciting  place  to  get 
the  Christmas  spirit.  The 
Adult  Benevolent  Associa- 
tion will  also  be  conduct- 
ing a  Christmas  gift  pro- 
gram to  seniors  already  in 
touch  with  their  existing 
milk  project  and  are  hop- 
ing to  get  a  few  school 
choirs  to  come  and  enter- 
tain in  some  of  the  neigh- 
borhood's hotel  lobbies, 
bringing  Christmas  to  the 
people. 

Many  agencies,  like 
Hospitality  House,  will 
be  closed  on  Christmas 
day.    One  which  will  be 
open  will  be  the  Network 
Coffee  House  at  1036  Bush 
Street.    There  will  be  a 
potluck  dinner  there  that 
evening,  and  the  Reverend 
Glenda  Hope  asks  that  any- 
body wishing  to  attend 
bring  a  dish  for  them- 
selves and  six  other 
people.    This  dinner  will 


begin  at  7  p.m.  and  con- 
tinue until  11  p.m.  There 
will  also  be  a  film. 

Incidentally,  the 
Network  Coffee  House  will 
be  closed  the  first  week 
in  January  (as  they  are 
each  year),  to  let  their 
staff  catch  their  breaths 
and  also  to  get  at  some 
heavy-duty  cleaning  before 
embarking  on  another  year 
of  good  times  and  vibes. 

Not  too  far  from  Net- 
work is  Raphael  House  at 
1065  Sutter  Street.  Raph- 
ael House  has  recently  op- 
ened its  Brother  Juniper's 
Breadbox.    For  Christmas, 
its  activities  will  focus 
on  two  of  its  musical 
groups,  the  Raphael  House 
Community  Chorus  and  the 
Raphael  House  Madrigal 
Singers,  who  will  be  per- 
forming in  the  rotunda  of 
City  Hall  on  December  15th 
from  noon  to  1:30,  and  at 
Union  Square  on  December 
16th,  also  from  noon  to 
1:30.    The  House  will  also 
be  participating  with 
other  churches  affiliated 
with  the  Christian  Commun- 
ity of  San  Francisco  in  a 
festival  in  the  bandshell 
at  Golden  Gate  Park. 

No  doubt,  other 
church  groups,  agencies 
and  community  organiza- 
tions will  have  even  more 
holiday  activities  than 
those  listed  here,  but 
which  had  either  not  been 
finalized  by  the  time  this 
article  went  to  press,  or 
else  had  had  their  plan- 
ning disrupted  by  the 
tragedies  of  November. 

People  interested 
in  attending  any  or  all 
should  simply  contact 
the  group  of  their  choice 
and  get  involved.  In 
fact,  there  is  no  more 
joyous  time  to  learn  more 
about  the  many  groups  in 
our  community  and  the 
work  they  do  to  serve 
the  people  than  at 
Christmas.  Especial- 
ly this  Christmas,  which 
might  be  the  most  im- 
portant one  in  the  his- 
tory of  San  Francisco. 


Kavanagh 

(Continued  from  page  2) 

associated  with  the  North 
of  Market  Seniors  Organiz- 
ation, have  expressed 
grave  reservations  as  to 
the  potential  impact  RAP 
might  have  on  rents  in  the 
area.    Kavanagh  concedes 
that,  in  spite  of  the  fact 
that  "there's  a  safety 
guard  built  into  the  RAP 
proposal,"  speculation 
continues  to  be  a  genuine 
danger. 

"I  don't  have  all  the 
answers  on  that.  People 
will  be  trying  to  make 
money,"  she  said.  How- 
ever, "I  intend  to  be  in 
there  fighting.    I'll  be 
as  effective  as  I  can  be. 
But  I  don't  know  how  effec- 
tive that  is.    I  intend 
to  listen  to  everybody." 


FOOD  - 


itt 


by  Dorothy  Rutherford 

Brother  Juniper's  Breadbox  is  located  at  1065 
Sutter,  and  is  open  Monday  through  Saturday,  from  10 
a.m.  to  8  p.m. 

It  consists  of  two  dining  levels  and  wasn't  over- 
ly crowded  when  we  were  there  around  lunch  time.  The 
restaurant  has  just  recently  been  enlarged  and  it  had 
a  feeling  of  calmness  about  it. 

The  food  was  all  homemade:  the  bread  for  the  sand- 
wiches and  the  beautiful  pastries  were  made  right 
there. 

I  had  a  huge  chef's  salad  with  dill  dressing  and 
my  friend  had  one  of  their  sandwiches.     She  was  hardly 
able  to  finish  it,  it  was  so  large.     The  sandwich  can 
be  ordered  by  the  half  if  you  don't  think  you  can 
handle  a  whole  one. 

The  management        The  Holy  Order  of  Man's  --do 
all  the  cooking  and  serving  and  the  proceeds  go  to 
helping  support  their  Raphael  House  that  does  so  much 
good  in  the  area  by  providing  emergency  shelter  for 
women  and  children. 

They  also  have  takeout  food  and  the  prices  are 

moderate . 


Maybe  G.A.  Owes  You  $ 


Because  of  a  recent  court  decision,  Metcalf  vs. 
Sarsfield,  persons  who  applied  for  General  Assistance 
(GA)  between  February  15,  1973  and  January  7,  1975, 
are  entitled  to  a  back  payment  .if  their  application 
was  denied  because  a  relative  offered  to  provide  them 
with  a  home  outside  of  San  Francisco.    For  further  in- 
formation, contact  the  Department  of  Social  Services 
at  either  1360  Mission,  150  Otis  or  1680  Mission,  or 
call  558-5711. 


Going  To  Pots 


Central  City  Hospitality  House  is  happy  to 
announce  that  pottery  classes  are  now  available 
from  10  am  until  8  pm  every  Thursday  and  Friday. 
The  Arts  and  Crafts  Center  on  the  main  floor  will 
stay  open  on  both  days  beyond  its  normal  closing 
hour  of  6  pm  just  for  the  new  pottery  classes, 
which  are  taught  by  Terence  Anderson.     The  extra 
hours  are  in  response  to  many  requests  for  addition- 
al pottery  classes  in  the  evening,  so  that  working 
people  might  also  attend.    The  classes  are  free. 


Berry-picking 


(Continued  from  page  3) 


and  Market.     This  lake  was  a  favorite  with  children, 
who  made  rafts  out  of  crates,  packing  cases  and  other 
discarded  scraps  of  lumber,  playing  "pirates"  and 
skinny-dipping . 

In  many  places  in  the  valley  the  soil  was  rich 
and  plant  life  was  abundant.    At  the  bottom  of  the 
dunes  near  Jones  and  Eddy,  there  was  a  large  black- 
berry patch  where  people  went  picnicking  and  on  berry- 
picking  expeditions. 

Less  popular  was  the  far  end  of  the  valley  near 
the  salt  marsh  at  Seventh  and  Market.     The  barren  sand 
hills  at  what  is  now  the  United  Nations  Plaza  was  des- 
ignated the  public  cemetery  in  1850,  but  because  of 
its  distance  from  the  city  proper,  the  difficult  ter- 
rain presented  by  the  ridge  on  one  side  and  marsh  on 
the  other,  and  the  pioneer  habit  of  simply  burying  the 
dead  on  the  spot  where  they  passed  away,  it  was  little 
used  by  the  49ers,  later  becoming  the  site  of  the  City 
Hall  which  was  to  serve  San  Francisco  up  until  the 
morning  of  the  Great  'Quake,  April  18,  1906. 


Itching  To  Etch? 

Printmaking  (etching  and  monoprints)  is  taught,  free  of  charge,  at  Hospitality 
House,  146  Leavenworth,  every  Wednesday  from  10  am  until  2  pm  by  Paul  Nagy. 
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R.A.P  Board 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

more  than  2  years. 

Thelma  Kavanagh  was  elected  with  26  votes.  A 
well-known  Tenderloin  activist,  she  is  interviewed 
in  depth  elsewhere  in  this  issue  of  the  Times . 

Like  Kavanagh,  Joe  Blondeau,  who  was  elected  with 
23  votes,  has  served  as  president  of  the  North  of  Mar- 
ket Seniors.    A  semi-retired  cashier,  Blondeau  has 
lived  in  the  Tenderloin  for  12  years  and  is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Gray  Panthers. 


□ma  anno 

1SDQ3EI 


North  of  Market  RAP  area 

Paul  Morton,  who  completes  the  tenants'  side  of 
the  advisory  council,  is  a  retired  podiatrist  and  has 
lived  in  the  area  for  one  year. 

Added  together,   the  six  winners  of  tenants'  seats 
received  172  votes,  not  much  for  an  area  with  an  estim- 
ated 14,000  residents  whose  lives  will  be  directly  af- 
fected by  the  RAP  program,  but  a  sharp  contrast  to  the 
total  received  by  the  five  manager/owner  victors,  who 
got  a  sum  of  only  13  tallies. 

Three  property  owners,  Bob  Warda,  Arthur  Zemel 
and  Walter  Gruenwald,  each  received  three  votes  and 
were  elected  to  the  CAC.     Each  is  professional  involv- 
ed in  the  real  estate  industry. 

Warda  owns  "approximately  12  hotels"  in  the  RAP 
area  and  has  specialized  in  apartments  and  hotels  in 
the  downtown  region  for  a  quarter  of  a  century,  in- 
cluding the  selling  of  hotel  leases  to  manager-entre- 
preneurs.    He  is  a  member  of  several  organizations, 
including  the  Press  Club,  the  Lions  and  the  Elks. 

Gruenwald  is  a  real  estate  broker  who  owns  prop- 
erty on  O'Farrell.     Zemel  owns  several  buildings  in 
the  RAP  area,  and  lists  his  residence  as  being  in  the 
suburb  of  Hillsborough. 

The  two  victors  in  the  lottery  to  break  the  five- 
way  tie  for  the  final  owner/manager  seats  on  the  CAC 
were  Russell  Flynn  and  Dana  Friars.     Each  had  received 
two  votes,  as  had  Richard  Fiory,  Leroy  Looper  and  Anne 
Mountanos . 

Flynn  is  a  realtor  who  owns  buildings  at  450 
Jones  and  709  Geary,  and  previously  owned  the  El  Cer- 
rito  Apartments  at  270  Turk.     He  lives  in  Pacific 
Heights,  but  is  affiliated  with  the  Downtown  Owners 
and  Tenants  Association,  and  the  Heart  of  San  Francis- 
co Beautif ication  League. 

Friars,  the  office  manager  of  the  large  Central 
Towers  apartment  complex,  was  the  sole  manager  elected 
to  the  owner/manager  slate.     She  has  lived  in  the  Ten- 
derloin for  one  year. 

One  interesting  sidelight  to  the  October  CAC  elec- 
tion is  that  five  of  the  tenant-winners  (Blondeau, 
Coleman,  Morton,  Taylor  and  Wilde)  had  not  run  for  the 
council  in  the  February  election.    Arthur  Zemel  also 
had  not  campaigned  in  the  earlier  contest,  while  Dana 
Friars  had  run  for  a  seat  on  the  tenants'  side  of  the 
board . 


HELP! 


The  TENDERLOIN  TIMES  is  your  newspaper.    We  need  writ- 
ers, artists,  photographers,  and  other  volunteers. 
Help  make  this  the  best  community  newspaper  in  San 
Francisco.    Call  776-2103  or  drop  by  Hospitality  House, 
146  Leavenworth  Street,  any  afternoon  Monday  through 
Thursday. 


Coalition  Demands 

(Continued  from  page  1) 


council  to  the  Senior 
Escort  Service,  followed 
with  the  demand  that  San 
Francisco  "acquire  these 
eyesores  and  turn  them 
into  what  they  should  be 
--subsidized  housing  for 
seniors,  and  housing  for 
other  segments  of  our 
Tenderloin  population 
needing  decent  housing  at 
fair  rentals." 

Legally,  there  are 
two  methods  by  which  the 
city  can  acquire  these 
properties . 

After  an  inspection 
by  the  Bureau  of  Building 
Inspection,  the  owner  can 
be  ordered  to  make  re- 
pairs or  demolish  the 
structure.     If  the  owner 
fails  to  do  this,  the 
work  can  be  done  by  the 
Department  of  Public 
Works  with  funds  from  the 
"Demolition  and  Repair 
Fund."    A  tax  lien  is 
then  sought  through  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  in 
order  to  repay  the  fund. 
If  the  owner  fails  to  pay 
the  lien  ,  the  city  can 
take  the  building. 

In  conjunction  with 
the  City  Attorney,  the 
Department  of  Real  Estate 
can  also  acquire  build- 
ings by  obtaining  a  res- 
olution of  necessity  from 
the  Supervisors,  declar- 
ing the  property  "emin- 
ent domain."    The  city 
then  negotiates  the  pur- 
chase price  with  the  own- 
ex  after  an  assessment 
as  to  the  the  building's 
value  is  made  by  the 
County  Assessor. 

"It  is  time,"  Kavan- 
agh declared,  "for  the 
City  tq  see  the  Tender- 
loin for  what  it  is — a 
neighborhood  populated 
with  seniors,  with  peop- 
le with  jobs,  with  fam- 
ilies and  children  and 
with  votes ." 


Buildings  visited  on 
the  tour  included  the 
Aarti  Hotel  at  391  Leav- 
enworth, the  Burbank 
Hotel  at  317  Leavenworth, 
and  a  burned-out  apart- 
ment building  at  223 
Leavenworth.    These  three 
buildings  on  two  blocks 
of  one  street  represent 
more  than  100  housing 
units . 

The  problem  of  aban- 
doned housing,  however, 
is  not  confined  to  Leav- 
enworth Street.  Some 
other  major  examples  in- 
clude the  Padre  Hotel  at 
the  corner  of  Jones  and 
Eddy,   the  Hyland  Hotel 
at  Turk  and  Mason,  and 
the  Bay  Meadows  Hotel  at 
Mason  and  Eddy.     The  Bay 
Meadows  was  gutted  by  a 
fire  on  October  29th, 
which  started  somewhere 
inside  the  hotel  in  spite 
of  the  fact  that  it  has 
been  "vacant"  and  barri- 
caded for  five  years. 
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